RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE SENIOR GALA 

Tuesday, June 18, 2024
7:00 to 11:00 pm

The Landing Hotel at Rivers Casino
The Faculty and Administration of Niskayuna High School welcome the students to the Senior Gala.  We recognize the importance of the social and developmental aspects of these functions and we are pleased to make such events available to the students.

The school sanctions the Senior Gala, and, therefore, it is important to clarify what the responsibilities are for students and parents/guardians for this activity.  The responsibilities that we expect to be followed are:

I. For a student to be eligible to purchase a ticket for the Senior Gala, the “Contract for Safety” form on Parent Square must be completed.  If you need a paper contract, they are available at the attendance desk in the Main Office or from Mrs. Halpin in the Counseling Center.  In addition, each student and parent/guardian must agree to the responsibilities outlined below.  Only members of the Niskayuna Class of 2024 may attend the Gala.    Upon receipt of the “Contract for Safety” Mrs. Halpin will place the student’s name on the eligibility list for subsequent purchase of tickets and assign the fee in Link Connect. Contracts will be made available on April 22, 2024 and must be submitted by May 15, 2024.
II. Parents/guardians shall agree not to host pre-dance parties/dinners where alcoholic beverages are available.

III. To be admitted to the Senior Gala, each student must arrive at the door no later than 8:00 p.m.  Students who arrive after 8:00 p.m. shall not be admitted.
If a student arrives after 8:00 p.m., the student will be asked to remain with a school official until telephone contact is made with a parent/guardian.  “Guardian” for our purposes shall be a responsible adult who will act in place of a parent or legal guardian on the night of these events.

After contact is made, the school official will inform the student what his/her parent’s/guardian’s instructions are (ie. they are to return home; they are to wait with a school official until they are picked up by the parent/guardian, etc.)

IV. Students will not be admitted to the Gala if they have consumed alcohol or other drugs or are in the possession of alcohol or other drugs.  Violators will be held accountable under the “Code of Conduct.”  Once students leave the Senior Gala they shall not be permitted to re-enter.  Any student who leaves prior to 9:00 p.m. will have their parent/guardian contacted.

POSSESSION OR CONSUMPTION OF DRUGS OR ALCOHOL DURING SCHOOL, AT EXTRA-CURRICULAR AND INTERSCHOLASTIC EVENTS, OR OTHER SCHOOL-SPONSORED ACTIVITIES.

V. The possession of drugs, drug paraphernalia or alcohol or the consumption of drugs or alcohol during school hours or at any interscholastic and extra-curricular events or other school-sponsored activity is strictly prohibited.  This policy also prohibits a student from coming to school or an extra-curricular and interscholastic event or other school sponsored activities, on or off campus, after the student has consumed alcohol or drugs or is in possession of drugs, drug paraphernalia, or alcohol.  IN ADDITION, A DRUG OR ALCOHOL VIOLATION AT THE GALA, OR ASSOCIATED WITH THE GALA, WILL IMPACT A STUDENT’S OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND SENIOR EVENTS, INCLUDING THE GRADUATION CEREMONY.  Students who are guests at the event and who do not attend Niskayuna High School will be referred to the local police and may be subject to face criminal charges for drug and/or alcohol violations.  In addition, if the student attends another school, the administration of that particular school will be notified. 

** An Alcohol-Sensor device will be on site at the event and put into use at the discretion of the 

      high school administration.

FIRST OFFENSE

A student who violates this policy for the first time shall be suspended from school for a period of five (5) days.  When the suspension period is over, the student may not be readmitted to school unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  Athletes who are on alternate credit for physical education shall have this privilege revoked immediately.  When indicated, the student shall be referred to the Niskayuna Police, a Superintendent’s hearing, or both.  When the student returns to school, the student will be assigned to Restricted Study Hall for five (5) weeks.  The student shall not be permitted to attend any interscholastic, extra-curricular, or school sponsored activity for the duration of the five (5) week Restricted Study Hall period.  Also, in an effort to be constructive, the student must be a willing and active participant in at least three (3) counseling sessions with the school psychologist, student assistance counselor, or guidance counselor.  Or, the student may seek counseling from a private counseling source.  This process must have begin in order for the student to be eligible to practice or rehearse with a team or activity.  Although the student will not be allowed to attend or participate in games, plays, events, etc., the student will be permitted to practice, try out, or rehearse providing the student meets with the school psychologist, student assistance counselor, or guidance counselor at the designated times.  Should the student fail to participate in such a counseling program, the student shall be removed from the team or activity for the remainder of the school year.  The student’s eligibility to return the following school year to active participation will be contingent upon completion of a counseling program.

SECOND OFFENSE

In case of a second drug or alcohol offense during the student’s high school career, the student shall be suspended from school for a period of five (5) days.  When the suspension period is over, the student may not be readmitted to school unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  When the student returns to school, the student shall be assigned to Restricted Study Hall for the duration of the student’s high school career.  In addition, the student shall re-enter a counseling program (in-school or private).  The student shall not be permitted to participate in or attend any extra-curricular, interscholastic, or other school-sponsored activity for one (1) calendar year from the date of the second violation.  The student shall also be prohibited from practicing or rehearsing during the calendar year period.

THIRD OFFENSE

If a student is suspended for a third drug or alcohol offense, the student will be referred to the Superintendent of Schools for an exclusionary hearing.  If, in the judgment of the Superintendent, the student is not to be excluded, the following sanctions shall be imposed:

The student shall be suspended from school for a period of five (5) days.  When the suspension period is over, the student may not be readmitted to school unless accompanied by a parent or legal guardian.  When the student returns to school, the student shall be assigned to Restricted Study Hall for the duration of the student’s high school career.  The student shall also be strongly urged to seek more intense rehabilitative care.  In addition, the student shall not be permitted to participate in, practice, rehearse or attend any extra-curricular, interscholastic, or other school-sponsored activity for the duration of the student’s high school career.

IF YOU ARE UNDER 21 YEARS OLD

TAKE NOTICE

THESE LAWS AFFECT YOU!



Anyone caught using false identification to purchase alcohol will 

be prosecuted to the full extent of the law.  This means a violation 

punishable by a maximum of $100 and/or 30 hours of community 

service.

In addition, if your N.Y.S. Driver’s License is used to illegally 

purchase or attempt to illegally purchase alcohol, the court will

impose a 90 DAY SUSPENSION of your driver’s license.  If you

do not currently have a license you will be disqualified from 

applying for a driver’s license for 90 days.



It is illegal for persons under the age of 21 years to possess alcoholic beverages with the intent to consume them.  Under the terms of this violation, alcohol confiscated from minors will be seized and destroyed 

or disposed of by law enforcement officers.  Minors guilty of possessing alcoholic beverages are subject to a fine up to $50 and up to 30 hours of community service.
This information is brought to you courtesy of the 

Schenectady County STOP-DWI Program.

NISKAYUNA HIGH SCHOOL

SENIOR GALA CONTRACT FOR SAFETY
Tuesday, June 18, 2024
Before a ticket can be purchased, please complete the following information and return this form to Mrs. Halpin in the Counseling Center prior to the time of purchase.  Please note that you must turn in your contract for safety at least one day prior to buying your ticket.  All tickets must be purchased by Tuesday, June 11, 2024.  
_____________________
   _______
__________________                               

Student (Please Print)    

    Class Year

Parent/Guardian (Please Print)

Telephone Numbers – where parent/guardian can be reached on Tuesday, June 18, 2024 from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
We have read the responsibilities outlined and agree to abide by them.

_________________________________

______________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature

_________________________________

______________________________

Date






Daytime Phone Number










